JOAN OF ARC

                             EXTRACTS FROM THE PRESS REVIEW FOR THE 2005/2006 TOUR

IL CORRIERE  DELLA SERA 01/02/06

“Joan of Arc in rock video-clip”
“…… a sort of rock performance, a great live video-clip, a show with the courage to see through all the choices made…her Joan of Arc is a figure at the centre of great continuous screenings occupying the whole backdrop , a heroine joining those who abandon the chorus so as to fight, those who hear the call, from Don Chisciotte to Che Guevara, from Martin Luther King to the boy who faced the tanks in Tien an Men Square in Beijing, as the images remind us while they almost envelop her.” Paolo Petroni  
Il MESSAGGERO 26/01/06
“… and a Monica of courage”
“……The show is learned, actually very learned. This is political, civilised, poetic theatre…… 

and her acting provides this certainty, it experiences it, pronouncing in total symbiosis with the character the verses that lead Joan from the voices heard in her father’s garden to battle, and hence to the stake, with a vibrant and low diaphragm, intense and continuous breathing, total conviction…...” Rita Sala
IL CORRIERE DELL’UMBRIA 08/11/05

“Guerritore’s carnal sanctity: thoughts on courage and on loyalty to ideas”

“…….In a crescendo of tension and drama the actress emerges in a performance that, far from being self-celebrative or self-referential, leaves its mark. Audiences are rarely annihilated facing an interpretation so alive that it leaves one breathless. The first night of this pièce presented us with an undisputed masterpiece. Everything is perfect, from the sets to the genial direction with its immediacy and its impact, as well as the musical score that comments the events on stage……” Sandra Biscarini 

IL TEMPO 28/01/06

“The Maid and Queen”

“…Totally centred on physical commitment and nervous tension, the actress identifies to the utmost with a brave and indomitable saint, who is unconventional and rebellious, remembering and associating all battles undertaken in the name of an ideal on the notes of The Show Must Go On”. Tiberia de Matteis  

LA NAZIONE 02/12/05

“Monica Guerritore’s new life: triumph and experimentation on the stage”

“…This is a totally new Monica Guerritore at the Pergola, a discovery, one of nature’s absolute powers. She has shown us who she is and what she is capable of doing. Seventy minutes of a crescendo of a difficult monologue, one that is full of heroic but immensely human tension. She puts herself up for discussion and does it with great style. After decades on stage it appears that Monica Guerritore has abandoned her shell to once again test herself. With no fear of the audience to whom she offers her very great and very human energy...”

Titti Giuliana Foti 

LA DISCUSSIONE 31/01/06

“Joan of Arc’s mystery, a saint bearing weapons”

“….. This is one of the most authentic and spectacular presentations of the story of Joan of Arc: with action, passion and feeling, the character Joan of Arc/Guerritore represents extremely well the inner torment between divine inspiration and perhaps madness…..” Ilaria Natalini 

L’UNITA’ 09/02/06

“Monica is a Joan of Arc sounding the charge”

“……The setting provides a suggestive frame for the solitary impact of the agile and strong body, of Monica’s penetrating voice, as she dominates the stage for a tense hour… there is enough here to recommend the vision of the new Joan of Arc who, since the very first performances, has been greeted with warm approval by the crowded, moved and engrossed audiences” 

Agostino Savioli 

IL GIORNALE DI VICENZA 17/11/05

 “Guerritore is Joan of Arc in a loud call against all injustices”
“.... An extremely generous Monica, with an emotional drive capable of cutting straight through audiences, …thanks to the support provided by suggestive videos, the performance suggests an emotional and historical parallel with some of the great icons of freedom in all times and in an hallucinated and immensely vertigo sets off a sort of incredible temporal kaleidoscope, war scenes, atomic mushrooms, military parades, skyscrapers, men and women lost on the streets of the planet flash past eyes that are abandoning the world to open onto territories inhabited by a luminous clairvoyance…Guerritore sets off a pressing spiral destined to draw the audience into a vortex from which it is really hard to keep one’s distance”

Maurizia Veladiano 

LIVE POINT 11/11/05

“Joan of Arc and Monica Guerritore, a dream beyond all borders”

“……..A performance that affects one and moves one, to be seen more than once to seize every detail. Guerritore acts Joan’s tragedy with passion and intense participation. The soundtrack should also be emphasised with its capability to mingle different music, such as the Carmina burana and Queen, with a fascinating and engrossing result. Davide Galati 

