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JOAN OF ARC
A director’s notes
             Joan of Arc reveals herself to us through her perfect simplicity.

The power that transcends her gender, and that she is the first to integrate with that “manly quality” that whispers in all women an unshakeable and fair faith in the “transcendence of the heart”, provides her lure with wings and strength.

Saint Exupery has his Little Prince say that “One only sees well with the heart” and that “what is essential is invisible to the eyes”.

 And hence her heart had no reasons, but power.

Strength and passion that alone change reality.

This is Joan’s temporal Sanctity, her carnal Christianity: farsi strumento di libertà per il suo popolo.
 I relive that luminous and tragic mystery, drawing closer to the heart of Joan’s vocation, to the call of her Soul that becomes action through the spirit. 

Forgetting the image handed down to posterity, Joan comes alive through the Trial Records, visionary and poetic in the verses by Maria Luisa Spaziani, she becomes “the visible intelligence of the divine”, incarnating in her work the triple world predicted by Giordano Bruno, “God-Nature-Man”.

 The De Immenso by Giordano Bruno that I have included in the performance, seems to return to us not the Voices she heard, but her voice, which she heard “on the right side of her father’s garden” (it is impossible not to think of the right side of her brain) .

And so Joan comes back to life in our times, a companion in rebellion and hope for Che Guevara, for Martin Luther King, accompanied by the images seen of that young Chinese boy who in Tien An Men Square stopped the  tanks with his body, by the images of men and women strengthened by the power arising from the instinct for freedom.

Dreyer’s stills, so distant, become present and judging, Marhin Luther King’s dream bears witness to how in all times voices raises against Power.

“Courage begins when a voice makes itself heard” says Dorfman.

The theatre as a political and social necessity.

In bringing to people these texts, these words, one does not remain distant from those men and women who have been capable of “looking up at the stars”.

Monica Guerritore
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